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His Majeſties Gracious Speech to both Houſes 
of Parliment, on PVedneſday Ofob: 13. 1575 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
DO 7 Meet you now with a more theu uſual concern for theEvent 0 f 


bs = I \ xe Hed from that Care I owe to the preſervation of the Govers- 


| be to learn from thence , how to avoid the like occations for 
the future, And 1 pray conſider how fatal the conſequences may be , and 
how litle benefit is like ta redound to ihe People by it: However , if any 
thing of that kind ſhall ariſe, 1 deſire you would deſerre thoſe debates till you 
have brought ſuch publick Bills to perfe@10n as may conduce to the good 
and ſafety of the Kingdoms And particalarly I recommend to you , what: 


ever may tend to the ſecurity of thei'roteſtant Religion as it is now eſtgb* 


liſhed in the Church of England, 

I muſt likewiſe deſire your aſſiſtance in ſome Supplies , as well to take 
off the Auticipations which are upon my Revenue , as for the building 
of Ships 5 and though the War has been the great cauſe of theſe Anticipa- 
tions, yet | find by a late account 1 have taken of My Expences, that 
I have not been altogether ſo good a huſband, as | might have been, and as 
T reſolve to be for the future: Although at the ſame time T have had the 
ſatisfaFion to find , that | have heen far from ſuch an extravagancy in 


. My own Expence , 4s ſome wowld bave the world to believe, 1 am not ies 


orant , that there are many who would prevent the kindneſs of My Parli- 
ament to Me at this time; but I as. well know that your affections have 
never failed me : And you may remember , it is now above Three years ſince 
I have asked you any thing for My Ownuſe. 


The teſt I refer to my Lord Keeper. 


Ll (4) 
The Lord Keeper's SPEECH. 


My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens, and 
B-rg-ſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 


FT *He Cauſes of this preſent Aſſembly, and the Reaſons which have 

R mov'd His Majeſty tocommand your Attendance upon Him at 
this Time, are of the higheſt Importance. The King reſolves to enter 
into Termes of ſtricteſt Correſpondence and Endearment with 
His Parliament, To take your Counſel in His moſt Weighty Afﬀairs; 
Toimpart all His cares to you, To acquaint you with all His Wants and 
Neceſlities, To offer you all that can yet be wanting to make you en- 
joy your ſelves, To Eſtabliſh a righc underſtanding Between Himſelf 
and H's Three Eſtates, and Between the Eitates themſelves, To redreſs 
all your Juſt complaints, and To put all His Subjeds at Eaſe, as far as 
in Him lies, and can conſiſt with the Honour and the Safety of the 
Government. 
. =And having made all theſe Advances towards you, He doubts not but 
you will behave your felves like thoſe that Deſerve to be called the 
Kings Friends , and that you will put Him at Eaſe too. 

There is no cauſe why any Fears of Religion or Liberty ſhould 
Divert yous 

For. His Majeſty hath ſo often recommended to you the Confideras 
tions of Religion , ſo very often defir'd you to Aſhilt Him 1a His care 
and Protection of it, That the Defender of the Faith is become the 
Advocate for it too, and hath Left all thoſe without Excuſe who ſtil] 
remain underany kind of diubts or Fears, 

Again , The care of your civil Rights and Liberties hath been (© 
much His Majeſties, that the more you Refle& upon theſe Concernes 
the more you will find your ſelves oblig'd to acknowledg His Ma- 
jeſties Tenderneſs of you and Indulgence to you. 

Search your own Annals,the Annals of thoſe Times you account moſt 


hippy, you will ſcarce find one Year without an example of ſomething 
more 


moreſeyere , and more nul? than + whole al hath yer 
produced, | © eM- 

P-ruſe the Hiſtories of Forreign Nations , aad you ſhall find , Stas 
tues, and Altars too have been Freed to the memories of thoſe Prin: 
ces, Whole belt virtues never arcived to half that moderation, which 
we Live to fee and to enjoy. | 

No King did ever meet a Parliament with Juſter cauſe of confidence 
10 their affections, des | 

And therefore His Majeſty will nat ſuffer Himſelf co doubt , but re- 
lies firmly upon it that you will never forſfake him, when he is under 
aoy kind of difficulties He doth aſſure Himſelf thac you will now 
think fit to provide fur his Honor and your own ſafety, by helping Him , 
to pay ſome'part of His Debts, and to make H's Navy as Great andas' 
conſjderable-, as it ought to be. es 

For the-greatnels of a King is the Greatneſs & the ſafety of His People. 
The Springs and Rivers which pay Tribute to ths Ocean , donot lel. 
ſen but-preſerve themſelves by that contribution. | 
[t is impoſſible that thoſe affefions which Piety and Allegiance firſt 
planted, which Perſecution could not abate,which the gracious influe 
of his Majeſties happy Government have hitherto encreaſed, 
now -appear to wither and decay. - "mo 
But then the beſt indication of the Heart is by the hand; And bes 
cauſe it is of infinite moment to the Kings affairs that there ſhould be 
a cheerful concurrence to his ſupply , Therefore let Hand and Heart 
both joya together in the ob'ation , for that will make it a Sacrifice 


well pleafing indeed. 


o-5 


My Lords and Gentlemes. 

The happineſs of this preſent Age , and the fate and fortune of the 

Next coo, is very much in your hands and at this time , all that you 

would delire to ſettle and improve, all that you would wiſh to ſecure 

andtranſmit to your poſterities , may now be accompliſhed, 

Would you raiſe the due Eftimation and Reverence of the Church 

of England to its juſt height 2 Would you provide for the fafety and 

Eſtabliſhment of it ? . 
© 


BE, 6) | / 4 

Do there&'want any Eaws'to fecure the Peace and Quiet of the State. 

Wou'd you at cnce enrich and adorn this Kingdom , by providing 
for the extent and improvement of Trade, by introducing New and 
vſeful Manufactures, and by encourageting thule we have alreas 
dy ? 

” Wou'd you prevent all frauds and perjuries , all delays and abuſes 
in the adminiſtration of juſtice ? 

Would you preſeive a famous City from being Depopulated by the 
Suburbs, would you reſtrain the exceſs of thoſe New Buildings which 
begin to [warm with Inhabitants unknown ? 

All your Petitions of this kind will be Grateful to the King , and 
you may with eaſe effect all this and much more which your great Wiſs 
doms will ſuggeſt to you. A little time will ſerve to make many exe 
cellent Laws , and to give you the Honor of being the repairers of all 
our Breaches , ſo as that time be wholy imployed upon the Publiqne , 
and not taken up by ſuch Conſiderations as are leſs Meritorious. 

If therefore there be any without doors, that Labour to diſunite 
your Councils, or to render them ineffeQual , if they can hope that 
the occaſions for this may ariſe from ſume differences within your ſelves 


of bope by thoſe differences to Yiſguiſe their own diſaffetions to your 


good proceedings 3 'Tis in your power to defeat thoſe hopes,to pull off 
this diſguiſe, and to ſecure a happy concluſion of this meeting , by 


Studying to preſerve a go.d Curreſpondence, and by a careful avoids 


ing of all ſuch Queſtions as are apt to engender ttrife, 

And if cver there were a tine , when the Gravity and the Conncil, 
the Wiſdom , and the good Temper of a Parliament , were n=c: Tur 
to ſupport that Government which onely can ſupport theſe Aſſemblies, 
certainly this 1s the Hour, 

You ſee with what Zeal the Kiug hath recommended to you a good 
agreement between your ſelves , and that he doth it with all the care 
and compaſhon , all the earneſtneſs and importunity , fit for ſo great 
a prince to expreſs , who would be very ſorry that any ſuch misfortune 
as your diſagreement . ſhould either deprive Him of your advice and 
aſſiſtance, or His People of thoſe good Laws which he is ready to 
Grant you. There 


FE Yo ; 
TN + Nw | 
There isno other wayOur enemies can think of, by which *ris poſſible 


for this Seſſions to miſcarry,for Fears and Jealouſies cannot enter here , 
Calumnies and Slanders will find no place an ongit Wiſe and Good 
EN. : | 

They that uſe theſe a;ts abroad will quickly be diſcredited, when the 
we'd ihall fee the generous etfects of your confidence, Men will de- 
(pair of attempting any diſturbance in the ſlate, when they ſee every 
{tcp thattends that:way,ſerves ouly to give you freſh occaſions to teſtifie 
your Loyalty and your Zeal. 

You have all the reaſon 1a the world to make men ſee this , for you 
have the ſame Monarchy to aflert, the ſame Church to defend, the ſame 
interreſts of N: bility and Gentry to maintain, the ſame ExceHent King 
to contend for , and the ſame enemies to contend againſt. | 

And now My Lords and Gentlemen . 

Since the whole Seſſion of Parliament is in the Judgment and con- 
{truction of our Law but as one day, Let us all endeavour that the 
morning of it , the firſi entrance upon it , may be with ſuch fair and 
ſuch auſpicious circumſtances as may give the whole Kingdom an aſſure 
ance of a bright and cheerful day- 

Let no H1 humors gather into Clouds to darken or obſcure it, for this 
day is a critfcal day , and more depehds upon that Judgment of our 
affairs which will be made by it , then can eaſily be imagined. 

It imports us therefore to take care that no part of this time be loſt , 
Let every precious Minute of this Day be ſpent in receiving ſuch as of 
Grace and Goodneſs as are ready to flow from the King, and in making 
ſuch Retributions for them as may become the Grateful Hearts of 
the beſt of Subjeds, to the beſt of Kings, 

So ſhall this day become a day of diſapointment and diſcomfort to. 
our Enemies , but to us and all good men a Glorious day , a day of 
Triumph and deliverance , a memorable and a joyful day to this preſs 


ſent and to all future Generations. 


FINIS. 
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